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The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award

Re-arranging postponed  
DofE expeditions

New programme flexibilities  
(temporary):
 - Expedition Assessors for Silver and Gold 

expeditions can be known to the group, and can 
have been involved in training. 

Existing programme flexibilities  
(permanent):
 - Think about running project-focused expeditions 

with fewer hours of journeying, which may be 
more suitable in the autumn. 

 - Indoor accommodation is acceptable at all levels. 
Explore the option of linking with local Scout or 
Guide groups to use their camp sites/halls.

 - If you’re running Bronze level expeditions, a 
reminder of all the expedition flexibilities can be 
found here. 

 - Remember that practice expeditions can be a min-
imum of two days and two nights; you won’t need 
to do longer if your teams don’t need it.

 - There is no need to resubmit Green/Blue Forms 
for wild country or overseas expeditions. However, 
do email your new dates and any changes you’ve 
made to the group(s) to the Network Co-ordinator.

 - Presentations (at Silver and Gold) can be delivered 
at any point after the expedition. Keep them simple 
so they can be delivered directly at the end of the 
venture before the journey home.

 - If you have participants who are due to leave 
school this summer, consider whether they can still 
join you for an expedition in the autumn. 

Travel and location:
 - Stay local – walk from your school or centre site 

(where possible) to minimise transport and avoid 
busy areas.

 - Avoid well used and popular routes in 
consideration of landowners (demand is likely to 
be high in the autumn).

 - Camping on school grounds is permissible as 
long as school facilities aren’t accessed (where a 
variation hasn’t been approved), or sleep in your 
school hall.

 - Use public transport to get to expedition locations, 
where possible.

Planning:
 - Find out whether it would be possible to run an 

expedition on part weekdays, part weekends.

 - Consider your adult support provision to help 
with planning; more volunteers may help to speed 
up the planning process for teams. Gold level 
participants can also support Bronze/Silver teams 
with their expedition training and count this for 
their Volunteering section.

 - Check the staff/participant ratio requirements of 
your LO to ensure you’re not inadvertently over-
staffing your trips.

 - Consider ‘linking up’ with another school or centre; 
it may be you can pool Assessors or equipment (as 
long as you’re not going out on the same dates).

Remember that participants can be enrolled at the 
next level of Award before achieving their current 
level. Encourage your participants to complete their 
Volunteering, Physical and Skills sections by the 
summer so those activities can count at the next 
level in the autumn term, whilst the Bronze (or Silver) 
expeditions are rearranged. 

DofE.org/DofEWithADifference

While we are still uncertain about when expeditions may be able to resume, 
there are some considerations and programme flexibilities it may be useful to 
remember for when things get back to normal.

https://www.dofe.org/thelatest/bronzeexpedition/
https://www.dofe.org/coronavirus/faqs
https://www.DofE.org/DofEWithADifference

